
PUBLISHING POLICY

Acta Psiquiátrica y Psicológica de América Latina  is a journal that preferably publishes  unpublished  scientific material 
in Spanish.

The material that can be submitted for publication, ad referendum,  in the following sections:

Original Articles
Full Papers: They deal with original research. They must have a structured abstract up to 1.400 characters including  
spaces, and subdivisions respecting the formal structure of the article:  Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, 
Discussion and/or Conclusions. Maximum length : 50.000 characters including spaces, but excluding tables, figures and 
references.  The number of tables and figures must not be more than 6. Up to 40 references are accepted.

Preliminary communications 
They report preliminary scientific findings  that due to their relevance justify a prompt release. They must include an 
abstract according to the structure of original articles and  up to1.000 characters. There will be no division in sections, 
but they must keep the regular sequence, up to 15 references and preferably no more than 2 tables or figures. Maximum  
length 25.000 characters including spaces.

Reviews    
They are comprehensive surveys of a specific subject providing the reader with up-to-date information on current develo-
pments and trends.These articles must have a structured abstract with a maximum of 1.400 characters, including 
spaces. They must not exceed 60.000 characters including spaces but excluding tables, figures and references. The 
number of tables and figures must not be more than 6. Up to 60 references are allowed

Updates
They analyze a subject over a definite period of time and discuss on the advances during that time. They must present 
an unstructured abstract up to 1.400 characters including spaces and up to 30 bibliographic references. They must not 
exceed 50.000 characters including spaces. 

History Articles
Historiographic approaches to subjects related to psychiatry, psychology and related sciences. They must include a 
structured abstract up to 1.400 characters including spaces and up to 30 bibliographic references. They must not exceed 
0.000 characters, including spaces.

Original Documents
Re-prints  of primary sources  of interest for the scientific community. Special issues related to the format and structure 
of the article must be discussed with the editors.

Notes
They focus on current topics related to scientific and institutional questions of a general nature. They must include a 
summary up to 1.000 characters including spaces. There will be no division in sections, but they must keep the regular 
sequence. They must not exceed  25.000 characters including spaces.

Book Reviews
Critical and reasoned reviews on recent publications. They must not exceed 25.000 characters  including spaces or must 
not include bibliography. Text references must be complete (including number of pages and ISBN)..

Letters to the editor
They refer to reports about special cases, opinions and commentaries on the contents of the journal, its editorial guideli-
nes or topics of scientific importance. The texts must be brief up to 5.000 characters, including spaces. They can  include 
commentaries on material published in the journal or new information and clinical observations. They must have only 1 
table and 1 figure and no more than 5 references.  All the authors (maximum 5) must sign the letters to the editor.

News
Information about scientific meetings, either national or international, (congresses, working days), tributes, forums, 
seminars, courses, and any other activity related to the specialty areas.

Acta Psiquiátrica y Psicologica de América Latina will eventually include in its editions, Special Articles of interest for 
the scientific community, chosen according to the criteria of the editors, Interviews with people well known for their scien-
tific and institutional performance, and Translations of articles published by specialized journals, after their proper 
authorization.

The material must be sent by mail to editor@acta.org ,format A4 , 2,5 cm for left and right margins, double spaced and 
font Arial and size 12.

The presentation must include:

Letter of introduction to the Director of Acta Psiquiátrica y Psicológica de América Latina, signed by the authors, 
requesting the evaluation of the manuscript for publication. This should include title , indicating the section to which it  
would correspond. Authors submitting a manuscript do so on the understanding that the work has not been published 
before, is not being considered for publication elsewhere and has been read and approved by all authors. The submis-
sion of the manuscript by the authors means that the authors agree to assign exclusive copyright to the journal should 
the manuscript be accepted for publication.
The original of this letter must be sent by post to: CC 170, Suc 25, C1125WAD, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Title of the work (and English translation).
Complete name and surname, academic qualifications, mail address, phone number and email address.
Name of the Institution where the work was done (or institutional affiliation).
Name, mail address and email address of the author with whom to keep in contact. 
Abstracts and key words (3 to 5) must be in Spanish and English 
References by alphabetical order, at the end of the article and numbered consecutively in the order in which they are 
first mentioned in the text, according to the requirements for uniformity for manuscripts submitted to biomedical 
journals recommended  by the International Committee of Journal Editors (ICMJE) and adopted by Acta Psiquiátrica y 
Psicológica de America Latina.
Tables and figures strictly necessary for a better understanding of the work, must be in black and white, titled, on sepa-
rate files numbered consecutively, according to the order in which they have been cited in the text;  those from other 
sources must cite their original references  at the bottom of the page.
Figures (photographs, graphics, designs, etc.) must be referred to individually and be sufficiently clear to allow its 
reproduction. If there are figures from other previously published articles, the authors must acknowledge the original 
source and submit written permission from the copyright holder to reproduce it. 

Examples of cite references 
Magazine  articles: 
Pages Larraya F. Los topoi de Buenos Aires. Acta Psiquiátr Psicol Am Lat. 1983; 29 (1): 25-52

Books: 
Individual authors 
Murray PR, Rosenthal KS, Kobayashi GS, Pfaller MA. Medical microbiology. 4th ed. St. Louis:Mosby; 2002.
Editor(s), Compiler(s)
Tyrer P & Stein G, editors. Personality Disorder Review. London: The Royal College of Psychiatrists; 1993.

Chapters from Books: 
Meltzer PS, Kallioniemi A, Trent JM. Chromosome  alterations in human solid tumors. In:Vogelstein B, Kinzler KW, 
editors. The genetic basis of human cancer. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2002. p. 93-113.

The submitted manuscripts will be reviewed, anonymously, by 3 experts on the field, external to the Academic Board.
Time for the evaluations and notifications: within 120 days from submission
The published material will not be reproduced in any form or media without previous consent of Acta Psiquiatrica y 
Psicológica de América Latina, the copy right holder.
No work will be published unless it meets the editorial requirements of the journal.
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